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A Society in Balance: The World of the Minangkabau.
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The Minangkabau of West Sumatra, one of » Matrilineal System: At the core of their society was
Indonesia's major ethnic groups, were a system where lineage, property, and land
historically governed by a unique and flexible inheritance were traced through the mother's line.
social structure.
» Decentralized Leadership: Power was distributed
» Adat: This universally liberal customary law democratically, rising from the family unit (Anak
guided all aspects of life, from social Buah) to clan leaders (Lembaga) and regional chiefs
interactions to legal matters. (Penghulu), ensuring decisions were made through
consensus and muafakat. B




Cracks in the Foundation: Prevalent
Customs Under Scrutiny. ;

Despite the strong Adat system, certain social practices
were common and deeply ingrained, creating points of
ideological friction:

« Gambling (Permainan Anak Nagari): Widespread and
popular, especially cockfighting and buffalo fighting,
often held at market days.

» Use of Intoxicants: Consumption of tobacco, betel nut,
and other substances was a common social custom.

» Lax Religious Observance: From a purist Islamic
perspective, many local customs were seen as
deviating from strict Sharia law.

These practices, while part of the local culture, became the target of a powerful reformist backlash.
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The Pilgrims’ Return:
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A New Ideology Arrives.

INDIAN
- OCEAN

Sumatra

O

Hayji
Miskin

West

Haiji

)

b R ?:'_
57|
1

.. Sumanik . Haiji Il

- Piabang
"

Around 1803, the inciting incident for the conflict
arrived with three Minangkabau pilgrims returning
from the Haijj in Mecca: Haji Miskin, Haji Sumanik,
and Haji Piabang.

* In Arabia, they were heavily influenced by the
puritanical Wahhabi doctrine, a movement
seeking to cleanse Islam of local traditions.

* They returned with a mission: to purify
Minangkabau society and align it with ‘pure’
Islamic teachings based on the Al-Quran and
Hadith.

» Their followers became known as the Padri,
distinguished by their white robes, contrasting
with the traditional black attire of the Adat
community.
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A Kingdom Divided: Adat vs. Padri

The Adat (Kaum Hitam - ‘Black Group’) The Padri (Kaum Putih - “White Group’)
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Goal: Defend centuries-old customary laws and traditions (Adat). Goal: Eradicate ‘un-Islamic’ customs (gambling, matriarchal

Method: Resist the Padri's coercive reforms and protect their laws, tobacco).

way of life. Method: Impose pure Islamic teachings (Sharia), often by force.

Key Figure: Datuk Sati, a leader of the traditionalist forces. Key Figure: Tuanku Nan Renceh, an influential leader who
advocated resolving the dispute through violence.
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Case Study: The Bloodshed at Padang Panjang (1815).

Step 1: The Spark

A dispute erupts between
the related communities of
IV Koto and V Koto over
accusations of cheating
during a cockfight.

Step 2: Escalation

The argument spirals into

a large-scale battle lasting
7 days, a conflict that would
normally be settled by an
elder (Tuo Galanggang).

Step 4: Intervention

The violence is halted only
when Tuanku Pamansiangan,
a respected Padri ulama,

Step 3: The Atrocit intervenes, shaming both
P y sides for killing their “kin"
The V Koto forces capture IV Koto (dunsanak).

leaders Tuanku Bandaharo and

Datuk Bungsu. They are publicly
mutilated (mengkarek-karek),
and their bodies thrown into a
ditch, staining the

water red.




A New Leader Emerges: Tuanku Imam Bonjol
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As the war intensified, leadership of the Padri movement
consolidated under Muhammad Syahab, more famously
known as Tuanku Imam Bonjol.

Originally from Bonjol, he rose to become the most
prominent military and spiritual leader of the Padri,
creating a formidable and disciplined army.

Key Insight: By 1815, the Padri
were winning the civil war. Their
successes led to the near-total
collapse of the Adat power
structure, including the death of
much of the Minangkabau royal
family in Tanah Datar.




The Devil’s Bargain

Facing complete defeat, the Adat leadership and
the remnants of the Pagaruyung royal family
made a fateful decision to seek external help.

» After the British handed control of the region
to the Dutch, the Adat leaders turned to their
new colonial neighbors.

* On February 18, 1821, leaders including
Sultan Tangkal Alam Bagagar signed a
formal agreement with the Dutch.

* The Terms: In exchange for Dutch military aid
against the Padri, the Adat faction effectively
ceded control over the Minangkabau
highlands to the Dutch.

The Dutch saw this as a ‘golden opportunity
to expand their colonies’ and a ‘sign of
surrendering’ by the Pagaruyung Kingdom.
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The Dutch Gambit:
A War on Two Fronts

The Dutch intervened not as allies, but as calculated
imperialists with a clear goal: colonial domination.

e Initial Phase: They supplied Adat forces with
modern weapons and troops, helping them push
back the Padri.

» Strategic Shift: As the war progressed, the
Dutch deliberately weakened both sides. Their
true aim was to exhaust all local power, leaving
them as the sole authority.

» Transformation of the War: The conflict was no
longer a civil war over custom and religion. It
became a protracted anti-colonial war, with
Minangkabau forces fighting against the Dutch.
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An Unwinnable War:
The Fall of Bonjol.

After years of brutal fighting, the technologically and logistically
superior Dutch forces prevailed. The war officially ended in 1838
with the final defeat of the Minangkabau resistance. The
stronghold of Bonjol was captured, and Tuanku Imam Bonjol was
arrested and exiled, living out his days in Manado.
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A Leader’s Regret

In autobiographical notes written
later in life, Imam Bonjol reportedly
expressed deep regret for the
"atrocity of Wahabi Paderi" and the
violence unleashed upon his own

people in the early stages of the war.
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The Price of Division:
A Kingdom Subjugated

The Padri War, which began as an internal
struggle for the soul of Minangkabau society,
ended in complete colonial subjugation.

e The Dutch successfully imposed their
dominance over all of West Sumatra.

 The traditional Adat leadership was
dismantled or co-opted into the Dutch
colonial administration.

e The Pagaruyung Kingdom ceased to exist as
an independent entity.

"The people of Sumatra did realize how their differences allowed
an external enemy to find a firm foothold in their land."
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The Enduring Echoes
of the Padri War

The legacy of the conflict continues to shape the
region’s religious and cultural identity.

e A “Dark History”: The war is remembered as a
bloody conflict of “Islam vs. Islam,” where a
community was torn apart by its own internal
divisions.

¢ Modern Interpretations: Some modern Salafi
movements in West Sumatra are seen as wanting to
“revive the Padri movement,” viewing its historical
figures as ideological predecessors.

* An Enduring Lesson: The war serves as a powerful
historical warning on how internal intolerance can be
exploited by outside forces, leading to devastating
consequences and the loss of autonomy.
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